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The Echo 
August 2026 Edition 

A Publication of Bethany United Methodist Church 

3700 Lee Highway, Weyers Cave, VA 24486 

540-234-8880 

 

Lori Valentine Martinez, Pastor 
540-392-3514 
lorivalentine@vaumc.org 

 
Laura Lucas, Office Manager/Treasurer 
Dale Roller, Music & Praise Band Leader 
Danny Perry, Sexton 
 
September Newsletter Articles Deadline: August 17th, 2026 
Please submit articles to the church office at office.bethany@gmail.com 

Webmaster:  bethanyumc.website@gmail.com 

Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday – 8:30am – 2:30pm 

 

Our Mission is to make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Our Vision is to 
 CONNECT with God in community, 
 GROW in our likeness to Jesus Christ, 
 SERVE our neighbors. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk... 

 

Beloved Bethany Family, 

 

It’s hard to believe we have been together for a month and it’s time to start planning for fall. 

I wanted to thank each of you for the cards, thoughtful reminders, flowers and help setting up our new residence. The 

family and I are at a loss for words to express our gratitude. We are truly blessed to be in this vibrant community of faith. 

 

As we step into August, we have begun gathering the youth and young adults to plan 

forward for all ages, the Honduran mission team is bringing mercy and healing to 

those who are most vulnerable and it’s time to start planning for back to school for 

students and teachers and even college for some. 

 

As we prepare for a new season of learning, we are also embracing a new season of 

ministry. I have heard different priorities and as we form a vision together, we will 

embark on a new season of ministry in partnership with each other and the larger 

community. If you have ideas or God has placed a vision in your heart for the future, 

lets talk! 

 

Proverbs 3:5–6 encourages us to trust in God, while James 1:5 promises wisdom to those who ask, and I thank you all for 

your patience and grace as I continue to ask many questions to get to know this community better. I am hoping to continue 

to connect with as many groups and individuals as I can, so I am posting a schedule on the board outside my office so 

hopefully we will connect easily as schedules get fuller. As we continue to get to know each other and to know the vision 

the Holy Spirit has in store for us let us pray, read and be in fellowship together. 

 

In Christ’s Love and Service, 

 

Pastor Lori 

 

     
 

   

Prayer Lists...  

Members: Tom and Jan Gorden, Charlotte Saufley, Barbara Long 

Our Shut-ins: Audrey Bradshaw, Ramona Garrison, Carolyn Roller, Nadine Moore, Dollie Wilfong 

Extended Family: Luther Law, Martha Carper, Brad, Caleb, Jennifer and Jeff McGraw 

We pray for all of our Food Pantry Neighbors, the Honduras Team as they travel to Honduras from August 1st-8th, and for 

all those in our community and world. 
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August Birthdays...  

 1st Eddie Lynn     13th Don Truslow 

 5th Bill Kile     18th Kevin Huffer 

 10th Julie Ritchie     19th Dale Roller 

 11th Scott Williams     20th Lindy Sheets 

 11th Christian Michael    20th Robert Hill 

If your birthday is listed on the wrong day, or has been missed, please notify the office at office.bethany@gmail.com 

     

2026 Young Women’s Event…..”Uniting Women in Faith: Exploring our History to Inspire Today!” 

Registration Deadline is September 8th for this event being held at Blessings Lodge, Camp Overlook from 

September 18th-19th. Click here from more details and to register. 

 

ICE CREAM EXTRAVAGANZA…..Mark your calendars for Sunday, August 30th for the annual Ice Cream 

Extravaganza! Don’t miss this fun, end of summer outside event with great food and fun. Homemade ice cream 

makers please bring your best creation! Everyon else share a side dish and/or a dessert to go with the ice cream. 

Grilled hotdogs, buns and beverages provided. There will also be yard games for all and a WATER 

INFLATABLE SLIDE for the kids. Gather at 5 pm rain or shine. Kids come anytime after 4 pm for the water slide. 

Everyone grab your lawn chair and bring a friend/neighbor. So that we don’t duplicate ice cream or sides, there will be a 

sign-up sheet for food at the Welcome Center. This event is sponsored by our Women’s Ministry Team. If you are willing 

to assist please contact Elizabeth Williams or indicate on the sign-up sheet. 

 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN A CHILD’S LIFE!.....Please consider being a mentor for an elementary 

child at South River Elementary in Grottoes. Once a week (and it’s okay to miss occasionally) you would 

meet with a child. Play a game. Eat lunch with them. Do a craft. Read a book or listen to them read to you! 

Activities and materials are provided. Age of the child is up to you. In those 30-45 minutes you can truly affect a child’s 

life as they look forward to spending time with a special adult who gives them their full attention! You can not imagine 

how excited these kids get to see their mentor. Several Bethany folks have participated. Talk to Amy Michael or Jerry 

Sheets. If you have questions, are curious, or feel your heart being tugged on to be a mentor please talk to Jackie 

Dunsmore. Mentorships won’t start until late September. 

 

mailto:office.bethany@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W52cayp5x7UOaFudLlowrBQx-_ktjjZ5/view
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MISSIONS UPDATE… by LORI MOONEY 

It is August. Happy back to school to the kids and teachers that we have in our community here at 

Bethany. Enjoy the days or weeks that you have left of summer vacation. 

We encourage everyone to pray for our Friends of Barnabas Team as they travel to Honduras from August 1st – 8th. 

We will be helping Love, Inc in their warehouse sorting goods for their thrift stores on Tuesday, August 4th. This will be 

our last one for the summer. We will work at the warehouse from 9am-12 pm. If you have any questions or would like to 

carpool, please contact Lori Mooney. If you haven’t come out to help, please show up since we will be missing people that 

will be on the Honduras mission trip. A huge thank you to those that helped at the other two workdays that we had. 

 

Be on the lookout for an announcement about buying tennis shoes for kids at South River Elementary. We have done this 

before, and it is for kids that can’t afford new shoes. Jackie is getting together the sizes. We will soon put out a list of sizes 

that are most needed. 

 

Mission spotlight of the month: New Directions. New Directions Center is a non-profit organization working to reduce the 

impact of intimate partner violence, sexual assault, and human trafficking through survivor-centered advocacy, support 

services, community education, and awareness. You would be surprised to know how much of this goes on in our own 

community. Please support New Directions to help this population out. Make an extra check or donate cash and earmark it 

for New Directions. 

 

If you know of someone who needs help, please let us know. 

 

Lori Mooney, 540-820-7394, Brownsugarcookie@yahoo.com  Sarah Simmons, 540-292-0956, sarahsimmons4@aol.com 

 

 

YOUNG AT HEARTS 2026 LUNCHEON SCHEDULE 

 

Tuesday, August 4, 2026 - O’Neills - 221 University Blvd, Harrisonburg  

Tuesday, September 1, 2026 - Wood Grill  - 1711 Reservoir Street, Harrisonburg  

Tuesday, October 6, 2026 - TBD 

           Tuesday, November 3, 2026 - The Thomas House - 222 Main Street, Dayton  

           Tuesday, December 8, 2026 - Kathy’s - 705 Greenville Avenue, Staunton 

 

 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN ACTIVITIES….. To encourage involvement with our youth and children, the church 

office would like to hear from our parents. Please send your youth/child’s summer/fall schedules as they come available to 

the church office at office.bethany@gmail.com. If you are willing to share. 

BLOOD DRIVE…..Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church is hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive, Saturday, 

August 22nd from 9 am – 2 pm. Call 1-800-733-2767 or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter: salemevangelical 

to schedule an appointment. See the Local Info board outside of the sanctuary for more details. 

  August Calendar on the next page. 

mailto:Brownsugarcookie@yahoo.com
mailto:sarahsimmons4@aol.com
https://d.docs.live.net/5313f0ef948c1ea4/Documents/Newsletters/2026/office.bethany@gmail.com
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     AUGUST 2026      
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  
 

 
 

 

1 
Honduras Team 

Leaves 

 

Pastor Lori at 

Conference 

2 
Guest Speaker 

 

Pastor Lori at 

Conference 

 

3 
Pastor Lori at 

Conference 

4 
Young at Hearts – 

12PM – O’Neill’s 

 

Pastor Lori at 

Conference 

5 
Pastor Lori at 

Conference 

 

Fellowship Hall 

in use PM. 

6 
Pastor Lori at 

Conference 

7 
 

8 
Honduras Team 

Returns 

 

Mt. Zion 

Campout 5PM 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
Laura at Training 

 

Drop-In Hours 

10AM-12PM 

 

Fellowship Hall 

in use PM. 

13 
Coffee Hours – 

10AM-12PM & 

3-5PM – Valley 

Pike 

14 
 

15 
Donuts & 

Devotions – 8AM 

– Fellowship Hall 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
Fellowship Hall 

in use PM. 

20 
 

21 22 
Southern 

Hospitality – 

8PM – Gypsy 

Hill Park 

23 
Young Adults 

3-4:30PM 

 

 
Ice Cream 

Extravaganza 

             5PM 

30 

24 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

31 

25 
 

26 
Church Council 

6:30PM – 

Downstairs 

Classroom 

 

Fellowship Hall 

in use PM. 

27 
 

28 29 

• Sunday Service: Every Sunday at 9:30am 

• Food Pantry: Mondays from 4:00 – 5:30pm 


