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A Publication of Bethany United Methodist Church 

3700 Lee Highway, Weyers Cave, VA 24486 

540-234-8880 

 

Lori Valentine Martinez, Pastor 
540-392-3514 
lorivalentine@vaumc.org 

 
Laura Lucas, Office Manager/Treasurer 
Dale Roller, Music & Praise Band Leader 
Danny Perry, Sexton 
 
August Newsletter Article Deadline: July 17th, 2026 
Please submit articles to the church office at office.bethany@gmail.com 

Webmaster:  bethanyumc.website@gmail.com 

Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday – 8:30am – 2:30pm 

 

Our Mission is to make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Our Vision is to 
 CONNECT with God in community, 
 GROW in our likeness to Jesus Christ, 
 SERVE our neighbors. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk... 

 

Greetings Beloved Bethany Family, 

 

I am so looking forward to getting to know you all this summer and in the upcoming season of ministry. I was so 

graciously welcomed at the Young at Heart Gathering in June and hope to see you all a few more times during this 

transition with many of you. 

 

Grace and peace to you all in this season of transition. 

 

I wanted to share a little bit more about me and my family. I am in my fifth year of ministry as a pastor and on the path to 

be ordained an elder. After serving as a missionary in Mexico in the border region, I served as a lay church planter in the 

Virginia Annual Conference. I was a lay servant for nearly twenty years while I served in the educational field. Currently, 

I am in my final year of Seminary at Wesley Theological in DC, where I attend part-time. I have served two different 

congregations simultaneously in the past few years. 

 

We love calling the Shenandoah Valley home. We are a bilingual and multicultural family. We love to travel, explore, and 

hike. I enjoy gardening, singing, and the arts. I am Hokie, where I studied History. I believe the best way to get to know 

each other is spending time together. 

 

My husband David (Rev. David Martinez) is an elder in the Horizon, Texas conference serving for twelve years at the 

General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM) for the UMC connection. He travels across North America, 

Latin America and the Caribbean training and developing new church leadership. He has been in ministry for over thirty 

years.  He is a native of El Paso, Texas. He is high-energy, likes outdoors and learning about new things, people and 

places. We have been married for two years. We met at a church conference through our shared multi-cultural ministries. 

 

Robert (Segovia Valentine) is a rising sophomore at Turner Ashby. He is into scouting and running. He was on both the 

Cross-Country teams and track teams as a freshman. He likes being outside, hiking, spending time gaming with his 

friends, naps, and anything to do with ants. Robert is also active in church youth and summer camps. This is his third year 

serving as a youth delegate to annual conference. 

 

Lily (Segovia Valentine) is a rising Senior at Turner Ashby High. She loves anything to do with animals. She loves to bake 

and cook. She will tell you all about the family pets: Luna (our dog), Mango (her sun conure) and the fish. She is 

musically and artistically talented. She is an accomplished singer and thespian having done multiple shows before High 

School. She is active connectionally in the church and has been a conference youth delegate for five years. This summer 

she is working at Camp Overlook and will attend The Global Young Persons Gathering (Ireland) on July 6th and the 

School of Congregational Development (SCD, OHIO) representing the young adult voice in August. 

 

José (Segovia Valentine) is the oldest. He just finished his freshman year at Bridgewater College. He is an avid hiker, 

reader, loves scouts, movies and spending time with family. He enjoys the outdoors, conservation, and is studying biology. 

He loves summer camp and is working in his second year at Camp Overlook. 

 

My hope is that we can continue sharing our stories with one another. Please let me know by text, email or phone call 

what’s the best way to engage together in this new season of ministry. I will be holding drop-in office hours in the month 

of July and will set a more formal schedule as we get to know each other and heading into the fall season. 
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Let us remember Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 (For everything there is a season…) as we begin this new season of ministry together. 

I hold each of you in prayer and ask that you do the same for my family and myself. May we joyfully engage this new 

chapter of ministry in the life of the church together, by the power of the Holy Spirit with God’s help. 

 

May God Bless us to do His work, 

 

Pastor Lori 

 

 

   

Prayer Lists...  

Members: Tom and Jan Gorden, Charlotte Saufley, Barbara Long, Kevin Huffer, Lily Segovia Valentine 

Our Shut-ins: Audrey Bradshaw, Ramona Garrison, Carolyn Roller, Nadine Moore, Dollie Wilfong 

Extended Family: Larry Moyer, Ashley Steele, Mike Western, McKenzie, Willow Tree Preschool, Cheryl, Timmy Floyd, 

Jacob Robertson, Shay Suter, Patty, Kenneth Roller, Luther Law 

We pray for all of our Food Pantry Neighbors and for all those in our community and world. 

July Birthdays...  

 2nd  Kathy Frizzelle     14th Jerry Sheets 

 2nd  Whitley Kile     16th Ralph Reese 

 4th  Tom Gorden     17th Sandy Gibson 

 5th  Daisy Castle     28th Dollie Wilfong 

 8th Avery Cox     24th Tina Morris 

 12th Ramona Garrison    27th Kathy Kile 

 12th Samuel Frease     27th Drew Hittie 

 12th William Frease 

  

If your birthday is listed on the wrong day, or has been missed, please notify the office at office.bethany@gmail.com 

 

“MEET YOU AT THE PARK”..... Wednesday, July 8th at 6:30 pm. This is our last 

community outreach event at the Weyers Cave Commnity Center playground. The theme 

will be ice cream and guess what we will be serving? Thanks to all who have supported 

with donations and/or coming to hang out with some church family and neighbors. It’s been fun and we feel 

God is using these events to provide connection and an opportunity to just be friendly and love people. Come 

out and be a part, but MOST OF ALL, invite a neighbor or a family that lives near you whether you know them 

mailto:office.bethany@gmail.com
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or not. We will have invitations availabe on Sunday. Ask God to show you who He wants to invite or even 

bring! Save the date…Wednesday, July 8th.  

 2026 SENIORS….. Congratulations to our seniors Maecy Frizzelle and Garrett Simmons as they recently 

completed their high school athletic careers with some wonderful honors! Maecy was the number one seed on the Fort 

Defiance Girls Tennis Team. She was a runner up in singles and doubles at the regional level. The team was undefeated at 

19-0 until the state semi-finals. It was a spectacular season for them. Garrett was a member of the Fort Defiance baseball 

team. He was selected as a first team member on both the All-District and All-Region Baseball Teams and he led his team 

into the regional competition. Congratulations to Garrett and Maecy for their athletic accomplishments! Your hard work 

and dedication was rewarded and your Bethany Church family is proud of you! 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY….. Our Children’s Church leaders are taking a short break for the summer (June 

7th – August 30th). Volunteers are needed to come and play Bible Games with our children. Games are provided in the 

Children’s Church classroom downstairs. Prayfully consider volunteering for a Sunday or two by signing up on the sign-

up sheet in the Welcome Center. There are 3 Sundays needing volunteers. Thank you to those that have already 

volunteered or will be volunteering in the next several weeks. 

 

 THANK YOU!.....Thank you for all the flowers, visits, and cards I have received since I have been at 

VMRC. I appreciate everything and like all of you.I am really glad that I can be a part of Bethany UMC. – Barbara Long 

 

MISSIONS UPDATE… by LORI MOONEY 

Happy 4th of July. 250th anniversary for the United States. Wow!!! Everyone enjoy the celebration. Have a 

fantastic summer. We wish Blaine and Ashley the best with the move to Richmond and his new church. Welcome to Pastor 

Lori and her family. We are happy to have you here with us. Can’t wait to get to know you all. 

We will be helping Love, Inc in their warehouse by sorting goods for their thrift stores on Monday, July 13th, and Tuesday, 

August 4th. We will work at the warehouse from 9-12 each morning. If you have any questions or would like to carpool, 

please contact Lori Mooney. 

Please prayerfully consider helping with Meet You at the Park to spread God’s word in a different way. We will be having 

a snack and a couple of tables to do events during the time we are there. The last date is: Wednesday, July 8th. It is from 

6:30pm-7:30pm at the Weyers Cave Community Center. Help with donations or help with the night of the event. 

Questions about this, please contact Jackie Dunsmore. 

Mission spotlight of the month: Resurrected Ministries. We collaborate with local churches and community resources to 

provide the support individuals need to rebuild their lives. While we do not currently operate a residential facility, we are 

actively connecting people with available community resources. Our vision includes establishing both men’s and women’s 

homes, which will enhance our ability to support participants more effectively. By doing so, we aim to foster meaningful, 

lasting relationships and empower individuals to cultivate healthy relationships on their own in the future. Pray with us as 

we believe for the residential property that the Lord has for us, so we can provide a safe haven for people to restore and 

rebuild their lives. If you would like to make an extra donation, please earmark it for Resurrected Ministries. 

 

If you know of someone who needs help, please let us know. 

 

Lori Mooney, 540-820-7394, Brownsugarcookie@yahoo.com  Sarah Simmons, 540-292-0956, sarahsimmons4@aol.com 

mailto:Brownsugarcookie@yahoo.com
mailto:sarahsimmons4@aol.com
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YOUNG AT HEARTS 2026 LUNCHEON SCHEDULE 

 

Tuesday, July 7, 2026 - The Thomas House - 222 Main Street, Dayton 

Tuesday, August 4, 2026 - O’Neills - 221 University Blvd, Harrisonburg  

 Tuesday, September 1, 2026 - Wood Grill  - 1711 Reservoir Street, Harrisonburg  

           Tuesday, October 6, 2026 - TBD 

           Tuesday, November 3, 2026 - The Thomas House - 222 Main Street, Dayton  

           Tuesday, December 8, 2026 - Kathy’s - 705 Greenville Avenue, Staunton 

 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN ACTIVITIES….. To encourage involvement with our youth and children, the church 

office would like to hear from our parents. Please send your youth/child’s spring/summer schedules as they come 

available to the church office at office.bethany@gmail.com. If you are willing to share. 

 

  July Calendar on the next page. 

 

office.bethany@gmail.com
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     JULY 2026      
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

 
  

1 
Pastor Drop-In 

Hours – 1-3PM 

2 
Pastor Drop-In 

Hours – 12-4PM 

 

Softball Game – 

7:30PM – WC 

Ball Field 

3 
 

 

4 

 

5 
 

 

6 
 

7 
Young at Hearts – 

12PM – Thomas 

House 

 

Softball Game – 

6:30PM – WC 

Ball Field 

8 
“Meet You at the 

Park” – 6:30-

7:30pm – WC 

Park 

9 
Coffee Hours – 

9:30AM – 12PM 

– Valley Pike 

 

10 
Pastor Drop-In 

Hours – 10AM-

12PM 

11 
 

12 
Reception for 

Pastor Lori – after 

the service 

13 
Love INC – 

9AM-12PM, 

Fishersville 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
Pastor Drop-In 

Hours – 3-6PM 

17 
Pastor Drop-In 

Hours – 10AM – 

12PM 

18 
Donuts & 

Devotions – 8AM 

– Fellowship Hall 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
Finance Meeting 

– 6PM Classroom 

 

Church Council – 

6:30PM – 

Fellowship Hall 

22 
Pastor Drop-In 

Hours – 10AM-

12PM 

23 
Coffee Hours – 3-

5PM – Valley 

Pike 

24 25 

26 
 

 
 
 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
Pastor Drop-In 

Hours – 10AM-

12PM 

30 
 

31  

• Sunday Service: Every Sunday at 9:30am 

• Food Pantry: Mondays from 4:00 – 5:30pm 


