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From the Pastor’s Desk...

Dear Beloved Bethany Family,

Have you ever noticed that every time November comes around, suddenly the idea of gratitude and thankfulness
seems to just pop up out of thin air? It is as if we become more aware of the need to be thankful when the turkeys
start going on sale at the grocery store. To me it seems that we are so busy the first ten months of the year, moving
so fast that it requires an intentional season to stop, pause, and breathe in the goodness and thankfulness of our
lives. Yet that is not how we were created and formed to be. We as beloved creatures made in the image of God,
are to be thankful, full of gratitude for all of life’s gifts and joys, all the time. We are to give thanks to God for all
things, not just around Thanksgiving or the holiday season. I hope that you all find the time in your lives on a
daily basis to remind yourself to be thankful for what you have, and what you can offer to others. One of the
things that I thank God for every day, is each one of you. I must be honest; I am not the biggest fan of Pastor’s
Appreciation Month. It is awkward for me to accept the gratitude and appreciation that you all have for me,
primarily because I do not deserve it. Shockingly enough, I did not go into ministry on my own accord or for
public recognition. I went into ministry because God called me, pushing me away from what I thought was best
for me, so that God could use me as a vessel of Jesus Christ out in the world. But please know that [ am so
appreciative for the love and care that you all have for your 28-year-old pastor. I could not have been appointed to

a more welcoming and loving congregation for my first appointment as a pastor. So, thank you, Bethany family!

As we move into November, we are still buzzing with excitement, and there is no shortage of events going on at
Bethany! Our worship on Sunday morning is going to kick off on November 2nd with our All-Saints Day Service
of Remembrance for our Saints that have gone on into eternity this past year, as we also remember the saints that
have shaped and molded our own faith. During worship in November our sermon series will allow us the time and
space to wrestle theologically with some classic fantasy books and movies, such as Harry Potter, Chronicles of
Narnia, Lord of the Rings, and concluding the month with Star Wars! I am also excited about the opportunity to
gather together as a Weyers Cave community and have our Thanksgiving service which will include a meal, at the
Weyers Cave Community Center on Sunday November 23rd at Spm! This service is going to look and feel very
different than what we normally do with our Weyers Cave neighbors, but I am excited about it, and I hope that the
Bethany family shows up to worship, to fellowship, and to reflect on God’s goodness in our lives. We will then
wrap up the month of November with our annual Hanging of the Greens to kick off our Advent Season on
Sunday, November 30th with a pizza dinner, carol singing, and hanging of the Chrismon tree! Your presence is
what makes this church such a beautiful place, so keep showing up and inviting others to come and encounter the

love that is on full display at Bethany!

In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Blaine



Prayer Lists...

Members: Tom and Jan Gorden, Barbara Long, Lois Baker, Charlotte Saufley, Kathleen and Mike Stump, Moyer
Family on the loss of Sidney Moyer and Mac Coffman.

Cards can be sent to Lois Baker at Augusta Nursing & Rehabilitation Center, Room 223, 83 Cross Road Ln,
Fishersville, VA 22939.

Our Shut-ins: Audrey Bradshaw, Ramona Garrison, Carolyn Roller, Nadine Moore

Extended Family: family of Ava on her passing from brain cancer, friend of Kaitlin Bower; Molly, friend of
Tabby Steed; Jeff, Joshua, and Matthew Weaver on the passing of Yvette, former Bethany members; Luther Law,
Bethany’s cemeteries’ caretaker; Jean and Melvin Glass, friends of Terri Shifflett; Marsha Hammond, daughter of
Pat and Eddie Lynn.

Pray for all those impacted by the Government Shutdown as we continue to pray for peace in our world, in our
nation, and in our community.

Dates to Remember...

e Sunday Service: Every Sunday at 9:30am

e Food Pantry: Mondays from 4:00 — 5:30pm

e Choir Practice: Wednesdays at 6:30pm, November 5%, 12%, 19" and 26™

e Young at Hearts: November 4" at 12:00pm — Taste of Thai, Harrisonburg

e Coffee Hours with Pastor Blaine: November 6" from 9:30am — 12:00pm - Valley Pike

e Fellowship Hall Reserved: November 6™ from 6:00 — 8:00pm

e Camp Overlook Cleanup Day: November 8" from 9:00am — 3:00pm — Camp Overlook

e Charge Conference: November 9 at 3:00pm — Dayton United Methodist Church

e Worship Team Meeting: November 10™ at 6:00pm — Sunday School Classroom

e Donuts & Devotions: November 15" at 8:00am - Fellowship Hall

e Youth Gathering: November 16™ from 4:00pm — 6:00pm — Staunton Bowling Lanes

e December Echo Articles Due: November 17"

e Fellowship Hall Reserved: November 20" from 6:00 — 8:00pm

e Apple Tree Gifts Due: November 23™

e  Weyers Cave Community Thanksgiving Service: November 23" at 5:00pm — WC Community Center
e Fellowship Hall Reserved: November 23" from 11:30 — 3:30pm and 6:00pm — 8:00pm

e Hanging of the Greens: November 30" at 5:00pm — Fellowship Hall

e Advent Book Study Begins: December 1% at 10:00am and 6:30pm — Sunday School Classroom
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November Birthdays...

I Addyson Mooney 14 Kelly Shifflett

2nd Jean Moyer 10" Lorna Frizzelle
3w Carolyn Cobb 21 Carla Whitecotton
7t Mike Stump 24™  Madelyn Shifflett
gt Barry Shifflett 25" Cindy Kite

11" Donald Michael 27" Susan Frease

12" Sarah Huffer Kathleen Stump

13" Rosemary Wagoner

If your birthday is listed on the wrong day, or has been missed, please notify the office at
office.bethany@gmail.com

HANGING OF THE GREENS - Sunday, November 30 - 5:00 p.m...... Come out and catch

e the Christmas spirit on Sunday evening November 30 at 5:00 p.m. as we decorate our Chrismon

V |

Hanglng Tree, sing some carols and begin our celebration of the birth of Jesus! Pizza and salad dinner will be
= of oo —— . .. . .
Gr/eens provided. This is an event for ALL ages. No bah, humbug! It’s a time of joy and fun!

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS.....It's that time of year to order poinsettias to honor or remember

. someone(s) in your life with a poinsettia. They make our sanctuary beautiful during the Christmas
season! The cost is $9.50 and the color choices are red, white, pink, red glitter (dotted), ice punch (red
with pink variegation) and, a new one, marble stone (white with pink variegation). Fill out an order form and
place in the offering plate or in our secretary, Laura's mailbox. Orders with payment will be due by Sunday,

November 23",
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...... Wow! What a wonderfully busy, crazy and fun

i

event! We estimate well over 800 folks attended. Smiles, laughter and joy seemed to be present

B
2

wherever you looked. We made some extra runs for more candy and food, but the joy of seeing our
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community having a fun and safe time playing games, visiting trucks, jumping in bouncy houses and riding on the
hay wagon did not run short! This event required our entire church family in order to be a success. Thank you to
all who donated candy and food, stuffed bags, helped greet, run the activities, prepared or served food and on and
on! It was a wonderful community outreach! We pray that all who attended will recognize that Jesus was in the

center of all the fun! Check out our Facebook page for pictures!

Congratulations to Dale Roller who won a fall gift basket! All those helping at the Truck or Treat had their name
placed in a basket. Dale was the lucky winner. Thank you to Kathy Kile for providing the basket and this fun

edition to our event!

YOUTH EVENT — BOWLING NIGHT.....The youth will meet at the Staunton Bowling Lanes

// on November 16" from 4:00-6:00pm. (This is a time change.) 5 graders that would like to
participate are welcome to come. Click here to complete the form that is needed for those attending
this event or scan the bar code at the Welcome Center to sign up. If you have any questions, contact Kaitlin Bower

at kaitlinbower(@veronaumec.com.

YOUTH AND CHILDREN ACTIVITIES..... To encourage involvement with our youth and children, the

church office would like to hear from our parents. For our youth parents and youth please send your fall schedules

as they come available to our youth director, Kaitlin Bower at (kaitlinbower@veronaumc.com). If you are willing

to share your children’s fall schedule please send to the church office at (office.bethany@gmail.com).

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES.....On Saturday, November 15%, Love INC will be having a Christmas
Extravaganza at Augusta Expo for some of their families. Sign-up sheets are in the Welcome Center. We would
like to have 6-8 volunteers for the 8-10am shift and 6-8 for the 10am-12pm shift. This event will be from 8am to
3pm. The volunteers will be helping the families pick out gifts and be personal shoppers, stock the gifts, or

wherever they are needed during their volunteer time. We could use a couple more volunteers for this event!

W! A big thank you to Amy Michael for the make-over of a classroom into a family gathering space.
This space will now serve as a bereavement room, or can be used as a more comfortable meeting

space. Next time you come by the church, make sure to check it out!
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MISSIONS UPDATE... by LORI MOONEY

November is still pumpkin season, sweatshirt/sweater weather, and Thanksgiving time. Have fun with family and

friends. Let’s all enjoy this time before winter season hits.

Thank you for all the candy donations to make the Truck or Treat such a huge success. We will have the kids high

on sugar for quite a few days.

Thank you to everyone who has taken an apple envelope for the Apple Tree gifts for Kingsway Ministries. Thank
you to those of you who have already purchased your gift and brought them back. They are due by Sunday,
November 23rd. Bring your unwrapped gift with the envelope attached to it. If you want to help with shipping,
please put a couple of dollars in the envelope. They are also looking for donations of wrapping paper and/or

scotch tape. Thank you for helping with this worthwhile event.

Thank you to everyone who helped with the Valley Mission project and donated items for those that will get sick
during the winter months. They will appreciate all the medicine, tissues, Lysol wipes, etc. that we collected over
the month. We did a little mission project after church on the 19th by grouping some of these together. Thanks, if
you stayed and helped with this event. We are still collecting items for this until November 2nd. Please bring it to
the church and drop it off. I will be delivering to Valley Mission that week. Thanks to Leslie Wagoner who wanted

us to help with this worthwhile event.

As we look ahead, we will be helping Love, Inc with their Christmas Extravaganza on Saturday, Nov. 15th. Sign-
ups are in the social hall. We need 6-8 volunteers to help from 8-10 and 10-12 shifts. This event will be held at the
Augusta Expo in Fishersville. This is the first year of this event, so if you can help on that Saturday, please sign

up. Any questions, just ask and I will try to find an answer.

Bethany’s Annual Blood Drive will be on Friday, December 5th. Put it on your calendar and you can sign up

online through the Red Cross Blood website or there will be a sign-up sheet in the social hall here soon.

Then, on Saturday, Dec. 6th, we will be ringing the bell for the Salvation Army at Shenandoah Valley Heritage
Market from 10am until 6pm. We will have the sign-up sheet with hour sign-ups out very soon. If that date and/or
those times don’t work for you, please let Lori Mooney know and I can find you a date and time that will work for

you and/or your family. The Salvation Army is always in need of help to ring the bell.

Mission spotlight of the month: Open Doors. Their mission is to provide safe shelter for the unhoused, as well as
compassionate support and access to services for ALL in the Harrisonburg-Rockingham community. Open Doors
began in 2007 as Harrisonburg and Rockingham Thermal Shelter (HARTS). Since day one, we have been a
community-driven organization. We started out having churches host a week at a time and then it would switch to
a different church. After last summer’s dedication, we now have an area to house up to 60 people every night of

the year. We operate out of the Navigation Center. We receive less than 25% from local government, 0 from state



or federal, the rest comes from the community. Your support makes our mission possible. Any extra donations,

please mark it for Open Doors.
If you know of someone who needs help, please let us know.

Lori Mooney, 540-820-7394, Brownsugarcookie@yahoo.com
Sarah Simmons, 540-292-0956, sarahsimmons4(@aol.com

From our partners at the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank in Verona.....

As we close out the 2025 fiscal year, [ want to extend my heartfelt thanks to you — and to everyone at Bethany
United Methodist - Weyers Cave — for the meaningful work you do every day to support your
community. We're proud to call you a partner. Thousands of individuals and families across our service area can

access the nourishing food and support they need to thrive because of the commitment of organizations like yours.

Together, we are doing far more than distributing groceries — we are meeting people with dignity and care and
building stronger, healthier communities. To help celebrate our shared accomplishments, we've compiled a
summary of the resources and services provided to your organization during FY25. This illustrates the impact of

our work together and the value of your partnership with the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank.

FY25 Partner Impact Summary
Bethany United Methodist - Weyers Cave - Weyers Cave, VA

Meeting the Need in FY25

9,247 Individuals Served (Duplicated) | 2,430 Households Served
(Duplicated)
1,359 Individuals Served (Unique) 364 Households Served
(Unique)
Nourishing Communities in FY25
4,482 |bs. of Produce Valued at $8,516
44,036 bs. of Purchased Food Valued at $32,708
2,353 lbs. of Donated Food Valued at $4,471
23,957 bs. of TEFAP/CSFP Foods Valued at $45,519
Ibs. of Retail Donations Valuedat$ 0
Ibs. of Cultural Inclusive Foods Valuedat$ 0
Building Capacity in FY25
75,308 Ibs. of Food Valued at $67,091
Your Organization’s Shared Costs $24,531
Partner Impact and Innovation Grant $0
Awards Received from BRAFB
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These numbers represent more than just data—they reflect our trust and support of your work. And they tell the
story of your team's dedication to creating a space where people feel respected, supported, and seen. This year
brought many challenges: rising food costs, strained resources, and deepening needs across our communities. But
with partners like you, we've met those challenges with creativity, resilience, and resolve. You've helped
transform hardship into hope for so many. As we look ahead to 2026, we remain committed to growing with you-
strengthening access to nutritious foods, promoting equity, and uplifting the important work of organizations like

yours every day.

From all of us at the Food Bank: thank you. We are honored to partner with you and grateful for the trust you

place in us. Together, we will continue to build a future where everyone has enough to eat.

With deep appreciation of your partnership and impact,

Kari Jorgensen Diener, Chief Executive Officer

Blue Ridge Area Food Bank



